146 D SRi PARASARA BHATTA

PARASARA'S SCHOLARSHIP

Any one who has even a cursory glance of Parasara's
works will be amazed by the wide range of his scholarship,
apart from his remarkable mastery over Sanskrit and
Tamil literatures, and by his fine gift for poetry. His
mastery of Vyakarana-sastra and his love for highly refined
grammatical expressions are quite evident from all his

works. Parasara is one of the foremost writers of the

/

Snvaisnava tradition whose devotional fervour is perfectly
matched by his poetical style. Thus while referring to
Ramavatara in the VSB he states: atha mrtasanjivanaiii
ramacaritam.1Q Explaining the word Subheksana he says,
evam vidhais vary asilatis ay apis una- sitala - visalodara
dirgharajivalocanah. To express his poetic bent of mind,
the following sentences may also be cited:

divyavallya iva kalpadrumati, tasyah nityopaghanah

(C. on the name Snnivasa, no, 614)

ratnamanjarfva manjusayam snh asmin nihita

(C. on the name Snnidhih, no. 615)

That Parasara's knowledge of other schools of thought
is quite deep is clear from the refutation of those schools
found in his works. The systems refuted are? Carvaka
(SRJS. n.6), Buddhism [SRJS n 6-10; SGRK H),
Jainism(5R/^ n.l2a, b), Nyaya-Vaisesika (SRJS. 11.13),
Sankhya-Yoga (SRJS IL14-15, 30; VSB, name no, 173),
Mimamsa as    represented by the Bhatta-s wd
Prabhakara-s (SRfS H.20-22; VSB, name no. 175) and
Advaita (SRfS. U.11, 16; VSB names no.l, 64, 303).

HIS PROFICIENCY IN GRAMMAR

The following instances may be given to demonstrate
Parasara's perfect mastery of the Paninian grammar.11